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Abstract
This research analyzes the opportunities and challenges of theory building. Based on theory building from case studies, the research highlights some of the challenges and opportunities involved developing such a theory. Based on the research question, “what are the opportunities and challenges of Theory Building? This research is based on the secondary data collected from five peer-reviewed article journals obtained through online search from Google Scholar Search engine. The findings include discussion of opportunities and challenges of theory building. The opportunities include the provision of empirical evidence description and production of strong results. The challenges discussed include clarifying the significance of research questions and writing the emergent theory. This research concludes that theory building is important in the current society because it helps to understand the modern phenomena.












Opportunities and Challenges of Theory Building
Introduction
The importance of theoretical approaches to research cannot be overlooked or underestimated. An effective research requires not only a strong methodology but also a sound theoretical basis. Researchers have looked into the importance of theoretical basis in research and noted different potential benefits and also the limitations. Theory building is a crucial requirement for advancing knowledge in research, but it also has numerous challenges. Even though various research studies have examined the importance of theoretical tools, but adequate research still lacks in determining the opportunities and challenges of theory building. This research analyzes the opportunities and challenges of theory building. 
The Research Question
This research is based on the following question: What are the opportunities and challenges of Theory Building? This research question explores the benefits and limitations of theory building in research. Answering this question relies on secondary data collection and analysis techniques such as literature review and thematic analysis. I conducted an online search through reliable search engines such as Google Scholar Search to identify the appropriate sources of information that would help me answer the research question. I identified five credible peer-reviewed article journals published from 2007 to 2017.  
Opportunities of Theory Building
As Udo-Akang (2012) explains, the beneficial impacts of theory in research cannot be underestimated. According to the author, theory helps in research to provide a clear explanation for the pragmatic world. Zahra (2007) further explains that theory development and testing is crucial to the advancement of different discipline fields such as entrepreneurship and others. For many years, scholars have relied on the borrowed popular theories from other disciplines and adapted them to different discipline phenomena. 
One of the opportunities for theory building is that it provides rich empirical evidence descriptions of a given phenomenon that are based on diverse data sources (Eisenhardt & Graebner, 2007). According to Zahra (2007), theory building is a process of creativity and imagination, which demands not only a careful reflection but also a unique understanding of the phenomenon at hand and the context of research undertaken. According to Eisenhardt and Graebner (2007), central to theory building, especially from the case studies, is the replication logic. In this case, the authors mean that each case serves as a unique and distinct experiment that stands on its own as the analytic unit. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Also, theory building is important in producing strong results. According to Urguhart and Vaast (2012), the theory is vital for the production of strong results in research. Extending this claim, the authors assert that theory building can provide strong and important contributions to different fields. Based on theory building from case studies, Eisenhardt and Graebner (2007) argue that one of the major reasons for the popularity and relevance for theory building, especially from case studies is its unique ability to bridge rich qualitative evidence and the mainstream deductive research. According to the authors, theory building focuses on developing testable theoretical propositions, measures and constructs that can be useful within the mainstream of deductive research. 
Challenges of Theory Building
According to Eisenhardt and Graebner (2007), justify theory building is one of the key challenges associated with theory building. In their opinion, Eisenhardt and Graebner (2007) believe that clarifying why the research question is significant and why there are no other theories that can offer feasible explanations to the particular phenomenon is challenging. Shepherd and Suddaby (2017) agree with Eisenhardt and Graebner that the most challenging aspect of theory building is identifying an anomaly or tension to guide the process. According to Shepherd and Suddaby (2017), theory building is a creative process that requires more than just considerable imaginations. It also requires significant powers of observation and skills that can be best taught and learned by others (Shepherd & Suddaby, 2017). 
Also, writing the emergent theory is another challenge associated with theory building. According to Eisenhardt and Graebner (2007), writing certain emergent theories like the theory building from case studies can be challenging because unlike the large-scale hypothesis testing research, an emergent theory from case study does not have a “sure-to-please” standards and guideline templates for writing such theory. As a result, people have different preferences for writing an emergent theory as long as it meets the expectations of a theory. Zahra (2007) explains the role of theories citing that they serve as signposts that tell the researcher what is important and why it is important, what determines the importance as well as the expected outcomes in research. Therefore, no matter the preference to write the theory, as long as it meets these goals it is considered effective. Eisenhardt and Graebner (2007) further suggest that the best way to cope with the writing the emergent theory challenge is to use multiple ways. This can help minimize the challenges associated with the readers who may be disappointed by the parsimonious theory. 
Conclusion
The changing society requires updating theories that can fit the current phenomena. For many years, scholars have relied on borrowed theories from other disciplines that were developed many years ago. The society has changed today and phenomena have also changed. Theory building, therefore, becomes the most appropriate and effective as well as relevant research strategy that forms the basis of the current influential studies. However, as discussed in this research, adherents to the research methods and writing the theory appear to be significantly posing serious challenges to developing theories. As a recommendation, these challenges can be mitigated by developing a precise language and thoughtful research design that can carefully consider justification of the emergent theory.
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